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keeps it for his use. You must go to the Mudalali
in Kamburupitiya, Silindu, and borrow from him.
And when you go there, remember, you must take a
permit for the gun."
Silindu felt that he had nothing more to say. He
had-the meat at home which he would dry and take
to Kamburupitiya and sell in the bazaar. Then he
would have to borrow from the Mudalali, who knew
him too well to give anything but ruinous terms.
Perhaps in that way he would manage to return
to the village with a few kurunies of kurakkan
and a gun licence. He walked slowly away from
the headman's compound. Babehami's little eyes
twinkled as he saw Silindu move away, and he
smiled to himself.